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2020 has been the most challenging year for Scouting in a very long time, and for Batchworth Sea Scouts it 
was no different.  For much of the year we were unable to meet face to face and it took an extraordinary wave 
of imagination, creativity and energy from our section leadership teams to keep our young people engaged and 
involved in a different kind of Scouting. 

But it worked!  It would be impossible to record everything that our sections did during lockdown, but to give 
you a flavour: 

• Our Beavers did cooking over Zoom, made bird feeders from fruit and took part in the Big Bird Watch, 
made bug houses, did experiments, took part in virtual camps including Beavers in Burrows, and 
enjoyed star gazing.  As restrictions eased they made dens at the camp site, went sailing and kayaking 
and were visited by goats! 

• Our Cubs alternated between Zoom meetings and badge activities at home with cooking, quizzes and 
craft activities being favourites.  Later in the year they had sessions on disability awareness, a virtual 
escape room and an entertainment evening for both Packs.  When there were fewer restrictions they 
kayaked and cycled, did photography, the Rickmansworth Monopoly Challenge and wide games.  The 
Cubs also slept in dens or tents at home. 

• The Scouts managed to fit in the annual Fire and Ice Camp before lockdown as well as the Cooking 
Competition and some water activities.  In lockdown they cooked, did escape rooms, murder mystery 
and scavenger hunts; learnt map skills, cycle maintenance, had a drumming workshop and did 
individual hikes.  From July to November, they met outdoors in socially distanced groups to go sailing, 
paddling, hiking, learn survival skills, do orienteering and cyclocross. 

• Batchworth Scouts also created a Virtual Escape Room themed around a mythical Batchworth 
summer camp, which was used during lockdown by 19 different Scout troops locally, across 
Hertfordshire, and from as far afield as Herefordshire. 
 

I would like to thank all those leaders and helpers whose energy and commitment made all this possible. 

Across the UK, Scouting lost 25% of its young people in 2020 and 10% of its leaders although there are signs 
that numbers are recovering.  At Batchworth we continued to take in young people, move them up through the 
sections and recruit new leaders.  All our sections remain full and our numbers of young people and leaders 
have held up.  I think this is a tribute to the quality of the programme that our leaders have managed to sustain. 

Royal Navy Inspection 

Sadly, our Royal Navy Inspection scheduled for March 2020 was the first casualty of lockdown, being cancelled 
by the Royal Navy at a couple of days’ notice after all the preparations had been made.  That Inspection had 
itself been postponed from October 2019.  We look forward to our next Inspection and the chance to show off 
our strengths.  We hope this will be possible in 2021. 

Leadership  

We have a strong leadership team and we have in recent years increased the numbers of leaders with 
Authorisations to run adventurous activities, making sure that all our young people can get out on the water or 
into the hills at every opportunity, as well as much else.  We have new leaders in most sections but we would 
really welcome anyone who would like to join one of our teams.  No experience is needed and there is great 
training available to help you get the most out of it.  And loads of fun! 

Two of our long-standing leaders with the Turtles Beaver Colony, Claire Ramsay and Jane Spurr, have made 
the hard decision to retire from their roles at the end of this term.  Both have been with us for well over ten 
years and will be remembered fondly by hordes (I think that’s the right collective noun) of current and former 
Beavers.  Thank you, Claire and Jane, for all you’ve done for Batchworth. 

http://www.batchworth.org/
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Volunteers 

Volunteers are what makes everything we do at Batchworth possible.  As well as the uniformed leadership 
team we have an experienced Executive Committee and many others who help with fundraising, with social 
events and with managing and maintaining our buildings, equipment and boats.   

Our numbers of volunteers are growing but the more we have, the more we can do.  The Executive Committee 
provides the support to the uniformed leaders managing our buildings and equipment, ensuring the necessary 
resources are there, and providing good governance for the Group.  The Chairman’s Report mentions some 
roles which could really help us with the management and future development of the Group and its 
Headquarters.  Please consider whether you or someone you know can help us, no matter how much or how 
little time you can spare.  Our “bite sized volunteering” plan means there’s something for everyone to do. 

2020, despite it all, was a great year for Batchworth.  2021 is presenting some different challenges and some 
the same.  I am sure that we will rise to them. Thank you to everyone who gives up their time for the young 
people in Batchworth Sea Scouts. 

 
Michael Read 
Group Scout Leader 
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