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BATCHWORTH SEA SCOUTS 

MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Held Virtually 

 On Sunday 28th June 2020 at 4pm 

1. Introduction 
The meeting started at 4pm.  
Richard Patterson welcomed everyone. 

 
2. Attendance/Apologies for absence 

Present – Richard Patterson (Group Chairman), Michael Read (Group Scout Leader), 
Catherine Pearson (Group Treasurer), Lucy Putman (Group Secretary) and approx. 15 
Leaders, Parents and Friends. 

 
Apologies – Tom Smith 

 
3. Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising.  

The minutes of last year’s AGM were published and approved.  
 
4. Annual reports.  

Reports from the Group Chairman and Group Scout Leader were circulated via email 
prior to the meeting. Thanks from Richard to everyone, there were no questions.  

 
We have had an 8% increase in numbers and an increase in Leaders this year, but we 
will need more help, either Leaders or parent helpers. Lochearnhead was the highlight 
of 2019. It was a fantastic experience with a great range of activities, big pat on the 
back and thanks to all those that made it possible.  

 
Spoke about volunteers and how we need to push to get more people to help, so need 
to define roles and help fill them, possibly by calling people directly. 

 
Sad that we didn’t get to do our RN Inspection. 

 
5. Group accounts.  
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Reports were circulated prior to the meeting. Thanks to Paul for all his help. Catherine 
summarised the report in the meeting, it was a strong year for fundraising. 

 
Catherine asked if anyone had any questions, but there were none from the floor. 

 
0% business rates and a £10k one off grant received from the Government which will 
help offset one lost jumble and the Canal Festival. Wrote to all parents asking if it was 
ok not to refund subs due to Covid and everyone was fine with it. Financial pressure 
is off Batchworth for these reasons. 

 
6. GSL nominations.  

Richard Patterson was nominated as Group Chairman, Catherine Pearson as Group 
Treasurer and Lucy Putman as Group Secretary, all approved. 

 
7. Committee Nominations.  

Nominations for the Executive Committee were Jane Spurr, Keith Wall and Diedre 
Edwards, all were approved. Simon Reader and Paul Mander are standing down from 
the Exec, so many thanks to them. 

 
8. Independent Examiner 

We approve the appointment of Tim Bond if he will agree to examine the accounts 
again next year. 

 
9. Presentation of Awards 

Need another occasion to present them. 
 
10. Any other business 

There is a District meeting this week to start planning how we might get back to face 
to face Scouting and a returning from lockdown plan. Lots of guidance has been 
received so need to have Leader and Exec meetings to plan going forwards.  

 
The Census is being brought forward to October which means that we need to know 
if people will be continuing at Batchworth in 2021, so in turn we need to be able to 
say what we will offer. 
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Is there a target date for completion of the building project? Graham Nye – the site 
has been surveyed and drawings are being done at the moment. Weekly meetings 
happening to go through ideas before coming back to the Exec. Idea is to move the 
bridge to opposite the entrance to the dump, and Graham has a meeting with the 
Council to discuss on 7th July. Will be useful to know any structural engineers etc to 
help with the planning applications. Helen offered to post on Facebook volunteer page 
if needed.  

 
Quentin – can we change the name from 2nd Rickmansworth & Chorleywood to 
Batchworth Sea Scouts? MR will look into it with District.  

 
Wanda – any appetite to run Scouts over summer? Sticking to the current guidelines, 
we are at red so no face-to-face can happen at the moment, but we need to be ready 
when there is a change in the guidance. Will pause the online sessions for the 
summer, but will get back to it as soon as we can. 

 
Iain asked about sailing at BLYM during lockdown. BLYM is open Wednesday and 
Saturday for sailing in own right (must be a member for insurance reasons), not under 
Batchworth name. 

 
Thanks to Wanda for all her help with membership and subs from us all. 

 
Richard Patterson closed the meeting by thanking the Leadership team and 
volunteers at 4.45pm. 


